FACT SHEET

FEDERATION

Post Office Box 7962
Metairie, Louisiana 70010

Contact: Benjamin Clapper 7 ggizgggzgggg
504-228-4273 | bclapper@prolifelouisiana.org 1.866.463.5433

www.prolifelouisiana.org

Five Reasons Health Care Reform DOES Fund Abortion

Louisiana Right to Life Federation provides five reasons abortion IS federally funded under
all current forms of health care reform:

1. The Hyde Amendment Does NOT Apply: Simply put, the Hyde Amendment, originally
adopted in 1976, is a limitation attached to the annual budget of Medicaid that prevents the
funding of abortion in Medicaid. The Hyde Amendment is not a government-wide policy, and
since reform legislation establishes new funding streams, the Hyde Amendment does not apply.

2. The Media Says So Themselves: An AP story dated August 5 entitled “Gov’t Insurance
would Allow Coverage for Abortion” accurately states the scenario:

Alaw called the Hyde Amendment applies the restrictions to Medicaid ... The health
overhaul would create a stream of federal funding not covered by the restrictions. [E.A.]

In addition, a FactCheck.org article fron August 21 entitled “Abortion: Which Side is
Fabricating” stated, “Despite what Obama said, the House bill would allow abortions to be covered
by a federal plan and by federally subsidized private plans.”

3. Pro-Life Amendments Defeated in Committee: In both the House Energy and
Commerce Committee and the Senate HELP Committee, ALL pro-life amendments explicitly
excluding abortion funding have been defeated.

4. H.R. 3200 Directly Includes Abortion: The Capps Amendment to H.R. 3200, passed in
the House Energy and Commerce Committee on July 30, added abortion to the bill by explicitly
sanctioning the public plan to cover all elective abortions and allowing federal subsidies to help
the purchasing of private plans covering abortion.

5. “Not Excluded” means “Included”: When Roe v. Wade made abortion legal in 1973, a
Medicaid panel declared abortion an “essential benefit” covered through Medicaid. Congress
did not have to sanction the inclusion of abortion. Therefore, federal funding of abortion was
not restricted until Congress explcitly excluded it with the Hyde Amendment in 1976. Even if
abortion is not “written” into reform legislation as the Capps Amendment does in H.R. 3200,
government panels would later include abortion as an “essential benefit.”

As indicated clearly from the points above, unless amendments (similar to Hyde) that
explicitly exclude abortion coverage are passed, reform legislation would sanction the
government funding of abortion for the first time in this country since 1976.

Louisiana Right to Life Federation asks Louisiana’s Congressional Delegation to vote “no” on
health care reform legislation that does not explicitly exclude abortion funding and mandates.
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