
A PRO-LIFE PRAYER 

Lord, help us to understand .... 
To understand how our nation, once so 

dedicated to the protection of all its people, can 
condone the killing of so many millions of unborn 
lives. 

To understand how our legal system, which 
spares no cost in protecting the guilty, can permit 
and even underwrite the killing of the innocent. To 
understand the bias of the news media, which for so 
long has helped distort the real nature of abortion. 

To understand how a lawmaker can claim to 
be "personally opposed to abortion" and vote time 
and time again not only to keep it legal but to 
subsidize it with taxpayers' money. 

Lord, help us to forgive .... 
To forgive the women who choose to take 

the lives of their unborn, who yield to the many social 
and economic and personal pressures and thwart Your 
plan for human life. 

To forgive the activists, the informed and the 
misinformed, who shout and march and demonstrate 
for the right of a woman to have a "choice" .... the 
choice to kill her baby or to let it live. 

To forgive the doctors and their assistants, 
who have prostituted their professions to kill for 
money. 

To forgive the lawyers and the judges and 
the congressmen who refuse to reconsider their stance 
because abortion is "the law of the land." 

To forgive the clergymen who will not speak 
out against abortion for fear of "upsetting" their 
people. 

Lord, help us to persevere .... 
To persevere when so many good people have 

become discouraged and have given up; outspoken 
at first, and active in pro-life work, they have 
gradually become quiet and passive, perhaps even 
accepting. 

To persevere, when after fifteen years of effort 
by so many thousands of people, some of whom have 
sacrificed even their careers, we are still so far away 
from the goal. 

To persevere, when sometimes we find 
ourselves at odds even with our own Church 
authorities, and doubt begins to chip away at our self
assurance, and we begin to question not only the 
propriety of our efforts but even our own sincerity. 
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Lord, help us to pray .... 
To pray without ceasing for the millions of 

souls that have never been given the opportunity to 
experience human life .... for the children who will 
never run and play and laugh and cry, for the men 
and women who will never live through the ups and 
the downs of the human experience, who will never 
turn away from You and then feel the warmth and 
the thrill of Your forgiving love. 

To pray for our Church and her leaders, under 
fire from within as well as from without, that she 
might mobilize all her members into a force that can 
and will convert the entire Christian world to a pro
life stance. 

To pray for our scientists, who are playing 
such a dangerous game in trying to "create" human 
life and in tampering with it in ways that are not 
consistent with Your plan. 

Lord, teach us to appreciate Your many gifts 
to us. In this Christmas season we are reminded of 
Your supreme gift to the world, the gift of Your only 
Son: born of a woman, He lived and suffered and 
died as a man, so that we might spend eternity with 
You. Help us to grasp this awesome mystery of Your 
love, and what it means for us here and now and in 
the hereafter. Teach us to savor and to relish all Your 
gifts .... our faith, our families, our jobs, the good times 
and the bad, the people who depend on us and the 
people we depend on, and Your most precious gift, 
the gift of life. 



BREAUX BRIDGE BOY 

All across the country thousands of Right To Life 
chapters have been increasing their numbers and their 
activities the past twelve years. While they may differ 
in style and technique, their efforts have generally 
fallen into a pattern of activity which is twofold: 
educational and political. In the early years after the 
Supreme Court decision many of us, in our incredible 
naivete, felt that the educational thrust would suffice; 
certainly we felt that in ten years or less we could 
effect a grounds well of public sentiment nationwide 
that would sweep through the halls of Congress and 
bring us to our goal, a Constitutional Amendment. 
But we had underestimated the power ofthe national 
media to influence public opinion, and we had 
misjudged the intensity of their pro-abortion bias. And 
so, while educational activities continue, and escalate, 
more attention has turned to the political arena. 

Our government is divided into three branches: 
the Executive, the Legislative, and the Judicial. While 
our Chief Executive is pro-life, his ability to influence 
legislation on behalf of the unborn has been limited. 
As for the Legislative branch, the importance of 
electing pro-life congressmen has been discussed in 
a previous column. Perhaps we should focus for a 
moment on the Judiciary. 

In the wake of Reagan's re-election much was 
made over the probability of his appointing new 
judges to the High Court who might feel as we do 
about the Roe vs. Wade decision. Much was said 
about the advanced age of many of the Justices, but I 
personally never got too excited about this. 
Traditionally, justices have sat on the bench well 
beyond the age when cerebral arterial circulation has 
become inadequate. 

However, federal judgeships are another matter, 
for they have to rule on the huge numbers of 
challenges to the Supreme Court decision that have 
arisen in practically every one of the fifty states. As a 
matter of fact, the next two years just might be the 
most crucial ones for the pro-life movement, as more 
than one hundred vacancies must be filled on federal 
trial and appeals courts. How these appointees feel 
about abortion on demand could well determine the 
future of our cause. Recently, the national news 
magazines gave wide coverage to the appointment 
of Grover Rees, III as top assistant under Attorney 
General Edwin Meese. What this means is that Rees 
will personally screen every potential federal judge, 
and it is no secret in Washington that the first question 
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he asks every candidate is how he or she stands on 
the abortion issue. 

This comes as exciting news for the Right To Life 
movement, especially for those of us here in 
Acadiana; for "Rocky" Rees is the grandson of Mr. 
and Mrs. Grover Rees of Breaux Bridge, and well 
known to us personally for his intense interest and 
involvement in the Acadiana Right To Life 
Committee ten years ago when he was still in law 
school. He has made many notable contributions to 
the pro-life cause while teaching at the Texas 
University Law School, hence his selection to such a 
high post at such a young age. There is no question 
that he is in a position to give the movement 
tremendous momentum from his lofty administrative 
post. 

I think it would be quite appropriate if the 
knockout blow to the abortion movement be delivered 
by a native son of one of the most strongly pro-life 
regions in the country. We must pray that he succeed, 
and may God bless his efforts. 



THE POST ABORTION SYNDROME 

There is one aspect of abortion that has not been 
stressed enough, and that is its long-tenn after effects 
on the women who have been aborted. The Post
Abortion Syndrome is a very real and prevalent entity, 
and one which we should know how to recognize 
and how to deal with, to the extent that our abilities 
allow. Since there have been 18 million abortions 
perfonned in the United States since 1973, there is 
statistical probability that almost every family in 
Acadiana has been directly or indirectly affected by 
this way against the unborn. It is imperative that we 
all understand how we are to respond to the emotional 
and spiritual needs of these women. 

Let us begin with the premise that abortion is a 
sin, and a grievous one. The woman who has chosen 
abortion must eventually admit this to herself, and 
take the blame for this decision, and forgive herself 
first, if she is to be forgiven by God. This realization 
is often slow in coming, and maybe very slow ... 
even years after the event. In most cases the 
immediate post-abortion emotion is one of relief ... 
it is over, it is done, not let's get back to where we 
were before the pregnancy was "tenninated." I am 
sure that many women do manage to pick up where 
they left off, and perhaps sleep well every night. Some 
do not feel any remorse. We know that, because many 
go back to the clinic for a second abortion, or more. 

But many, many more are turning up in the offices 
of physicians, priests or ministers, psychologists, and 
counselors. Many are experiencing the gamut of 
painful emotions: depression, loss of self-esteem, 
guilt, anger. Some have sleep problems, and 
nightmares; some have resorted to alcohol and drugs; 
some are preoccupied with thoughts of the baby that 
was never born ... how tall he would be, or what 
color eyes she would have . . . thoughts that may 
enter their minds every single day. 

Reports of Post-Abortion Syndrome are coming 
in from all parts of the country. Support groups are 
forming everywhere, such as Women Exploited by 
Abortion, or Project Rachel. Many clergymen and 
lay counselors are assisting this group of women, 
helping them to come to understand that what they 
are feeling, what they are going through and what 
they have been through, is so common and so typical 
in these situations as to form a predictable pattern of 
emotions and behavior. This pattern is remarkable 
similar to the one which Kubler-Ross has taught us 
the dying patient goes through: denial, anger and rage, 
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bargaining, depression, and acceptance. When 
acceptance finally comes she must then forgive, and 
then be forgiven. 

How can you help? The answer depends in large 
measure on how committed you are, and what training 
you have had, and what "stage" she is in. When in 
doubt, do what you think Jesus would do. Let her 
know that she is loved, and is forgiven. Christ died 
for her sin. She must quit trying to push it down into 
the dark cellar of her subconscious mind and bring it 
out into the open, into the light and the warmth of 
God's love. Let her know that we condemn the sin, 
but not the sinner. 

In our zeal to educated the uninformed and the 
misinfonned about abortion, some of us tend to come 
on too strong, to be too judgmental, too self-righteous. 
I certainly hope these columns have not given that 
impression. When giving talks and slide-presentations 
on abortion, I tried to develop the habit of telling 
myself, just before speaking, that someone in the 
classroom or auditorium or church might have had 
an abortion in the past, and in condemning the sin I 
must be most careful to show Christian compassion 
for the sinner. 

Father Michael Mannion, in his eloquent address 
at the Right to Life Candlelight Ceremony here in 
January, emphasized this point very strongly. He 
speaks from long experience in counseling women 
who have been victimized by abortion, and he feels 
that for the law to be turned around the thrust will 
have to come from these women. All the pain and 
the guilt and the remorse they have lived through can 
be converted, once they have been healed by our 
forgiving Lord, into the strongest pro-life force in 
our society. We pray for them, we forgive them, we 
need them. 



THE REAL PRO-LIFE MESSAGE 

One of the most disturbing aspects of the abortion 
issue is that the earlier in gestation the abortion is 
performed the less objectionable it is to many people. 
Polls have repeatedly reported that a large segment 
of the American population rejects the idea of third 
and even second trimester abortion, when the fetus 
looks like a baby, but would accept the termination 
of an earlier pregnancy, when the tiny embryo is 
perhaps indistinguishable with the naked eye from a 
frog or a pig embryo. The news media, with incredible 
bias, has capitalized on this by consistently distorting 
the language of the Roe v Wade decision, implying 
that abortion has been legalized only in the first 
trimester, when in fact the law went much further 
than that. 

It is no easy matter to penetrate this mindset, 
this attitude that the smaller the unborn baby the less 
human it is. And yet it is vital that we correct this 
inaccuracy. Human life begins with conception, as 
science and our church has long taught, at that 
moment when the ovum of the mother and the sperm 
of the father unite to form a new life .... a new life 
that, if left alone, will go on for eight or nine months 
within the womb and 80 or 90 years outside. The 
story of intrauterine growth and maturation is a 
marvelous one, a story that never loses its mystery, 
its poignancy, and its power to inspire and to thrill 
and to convert. 

This is the real pro-life message .... not the 
dangers of the procedure, not the long-term physical 
and emotional effects on the mother, not even the 
horrors of the abortion mills. The real pro-life 
message is that God loves us, and that He loves life 
into us, and every human life is sacred because it is 
God's most precious gift; and the gravity of the sin 
in taking that life is exactly the same at every stage 
of human development, before birth and after birth. 

Recent developments in the field of 
pharmaceutical research have made it even more 
urgent that we get this message across to everyone, 
especially our young people. A pill has been 
developed which a woman can take and self-induce 
an abortion, whether the new life within her is twenty
four hours old or three months. It does not take much 
imagination to appreciate the ramifications of such a 
pill. It will do away with abortion clinics, but it will 
almost certainly increase the number of abortions. 
Predictions are being made that a woman might take 
this pill in the prescribed dosage on the same day 
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each month, and she will never know whether she 
has had a period or a very early abortion. One can 
imagine how quickly pangs of conscience might 
disappear after several months on this regimen! 

And so we must really come to grips with the 
immorality of abortion from the very moment of 
conception. We may no longer be able to rely on the 
shock value of pictures of suctioning and scraping or 
salt-poisoning. It is imperative that we reach all our 
young people and teach them to love every product 
of God's creative hand, and teach them how wrong it 
is to thwart His plan for each new life He has loved 
into being. In the near future a woman's decision on 
this issue will indeed be a very private one between 
herself and her conscience. We must teach her to 
"choose life." 



NEW FORM OF ABORTION 

Some months ago I told you of the research being 
done on a drug that would induce abortion. A recent 
issue of the prestigious New England Journal of 
Medicine describes the results of the work being done 
by two French scientists with this abortifacient, still 
referred to simply as "RU 486." They have shown 
that 85% of the women given this drug in the first 
month of pregnancy will abort "without the 
discomfort and psychological problems that can 
accompany other forms of abortion." 

One of the hallmarks of the anti-life movement 
has been the use of euphemisms to try to gloss over 
what abortion really is. They have reached new 
heights, or I should say depths, with this new drug: 
Dr. Beatrice Couzinet, one of the directors of this 
study, has been quoted as saying, "We call it 
contragestation, not abortion." Contragestation? Now 
what kind of a word is that? You can call it anything 
you want, lady, but when you knowingly render dead 
something that was alive, especially a human life, 
we have a more accurate word for what you have 
done, a word that has been around since the Ten 
Commandments were first translated into English. 

Think for a moment about how this drug works. 
Taken on a regular monthly basis, and this is the 
ultimate aim, a woman will be induced to have a 
menstrual period or an abortion, depending on 
whether she was pregnant, and she will never know 
which .... unless she had had a pregnancy test 
beforehand. I agree with the researches that the 
psychological consequences of this uncertainty will 
be very significant. If a woman goes to an abortion 
clinic after a positive pregnancy test and has an 
abortion done, she knows what she has done, and 
she will have the rest of her life to think about it. 
This way it will an easy matter for her to think of 
what has happened as simply a chemically-induced 
period; for we all know how readily our minds can 
rationalize something like this in such a way as to 
stifle any pangs of conscience. 

So far, the drug seems to be quite safe. The 
obvious question, what happens to the baby if the 
drug does not work and the pregnancy continues, may 
never be answered, for up until now every time it 
didn't work the woman would be given a "clinical 
abortion" (another euphemism). Putting it more 
bluntly, if you can't kill the baby with the drug, you 
simply revert to the trusty curette or suction. 

None of the women in this research project was 
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adversely affected by the drug, and so it appears that 
medical science has finally come up with what we 
have been dreading all along: a safe, chemical 
abortifacient. 

The good news is that the abortion clinics may 
well go out of business and the millionaire 
abortionists may have to go back and work for a 
living. But the rest of the news is all bad. You can be 
sure that the networks and the newspapers will 
trumpet this "breakthrough" all over the land, and 
the talk-show hosts on TV should have a field-day, 
interviewing everyone who can sing or act or tell 
jokes, talents which in our society seem to qualify 
them as experts on ethics, morality, and international 
politics. And I shudder at the thought of the 
educational and marketing campaign Planned 
Parenthood would launch if and when this drug 
becomes available in our country. I am sure they 
would push hard for anything "contragestational." 

RU 486 is expected to be available by prescription 
in France and Sweden within a few months. What 
will happen in the United States may be another story. 
It could well depend upon just how vocal our silent 
majority will become. Once more we are asking that 
you come to grips with the core of the abortion debate: 
does human life begin at conception, and is it worth 
all the fuss we are making to protect every human 
life? This tiny, fertilized ovum, invisible to the naked 
eye; is it really human life? If you agree with your 
Church that it is, you must do whatever you can to 
fight this latest development in the war against the 
unborn. 



LOVE LETTER TO A FRIEND 

We have never met. I don't even know who you 
are. But I know what you are. You are a very special 
person, and you are loved. 

Faced with a pregnancy you neither planned nor 
wanted, you delivered your baby and gave her up for 
adoption. You turned away from the powerful 
pressures of an amoral society which would 
encourage you to kill your unborn child to avoid social 
or economic or emotional stress, and which would 
have you believe you have a right to kill your baby 
quickly and get on with your life. You elected, instead, 
to choose life, to give this baby a chance to live and 
to be loved, and to love. You did this with the full 
knowledge that you would never be privileged to 
experience the love of this little girl that was 
fashioned to perfection in your womb by the Creator. 

I know your heart must be heavy. You have made 
a sacrifice that few of us can fully appreciate. You 
will be rewarded some day for what you have done 
to a degree that our finite minds can not grasp, but 
for the present, and perhaps in some ways for the 
rest of your life, there will be an aching void in your 
life. Let me try and console you, by giving you just a 
glimpse of the happiness that has come from your 
generosity. 

You have given new life, not just to this little 
baby, but to her adoptive parents and their families 
and their friends. My words just can not do justice to 
the scene that followed the arrival of this precious 
infant in her adoptive home. With the same emotions 
that must have been felt by the Three Wise Men 
twenty centuries ago, they came to see and to admire 
and to love this priceless product of God's creative 
hand. The baby was center stage, and was passed from 
lap to lap, and all gazed at her in wonderment. The 
love felt by this gathering was almost tangible, which 
is to say that God's presence was keenly felt, for God 
is love. This display of love was as convincing an 
argument for the existence of God as any put forth 
by Thomas Aquinas. 

If one measure of a Christian is the ability to bring 
out in others a feeling of love for God and for each 
other, then you have succeeded in a way that few of 
us do. Your decision to give your baby life, and then 
give your baby up, reflects a level of maturity and 
selflessness often not highly visible in your 
generation, and it sends a heart-warming message of 
optimism to those of us in my generation who tend 
to be so self-righteous and judgmental. We are very 
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proud of you, and we love you, and we feel the same 
emotions for the thousands of young women like you 
each year who accept the consequences of following 
God's laws and His plan. 

We love you for what you have done for your 
baby, and for her adoptive family, and God loves you 
for what you have done for Him. We will pray for 
you each day. Now that is an expression that has 
become almost trite ... "I will pray foryou" .... and while 
perhaps sincere when first spoken often is not lived 
up to. But there is no way we can look at this little 
girl without thinking of you, even if only for a fleeting 
moment, and offering a silent prayer of gratitude to 
you and for you. 

We say that there is no such thing as an unwanted 
child. And there is not. This baby was wanted very 
badly, and appreciated very sincerely, and will be 
cared for very lovingly. Our prayer for you is that 
somehow you will come to understand and will be 
consoled by the realization that you have made a lot 
of people happy, and have brought them a little closer 
to God, and to each other. 



OPERATION RESCUE 

There is one aspect of the abortion issue that is summer during the Democratic convention, when 
increasingly in the news, and I don't feel that I can almost 1,000 were arrested. Since that time there has 
sidestep it any longer, although I would like to; and been a substantial increase in donations to Operation 
that is the matter of open confrontation at abortion Rescue, as well as numbers of people coming forward 
clinics by pro-life advocates. These demonstrations to participate, and these activities are expected to 
and sit-ins have been rapidly increasing in number escalate greatly in 1989. 
and size and intensity, and whether you approve or I wish all this were not happening. I wish it did 
not you would have to admit that Operation Rescue not have to happen. I don't really know that it does. 
has certainly drawn the attention of the news media But history tells us that this is simply the way it has 
more than any other pro-life activity since the Roe v. been with all movements and causes that, in 
Wade decision. retrospect, were certainly worthy ones .... the 

The analogy between these incidents and the American Revolution, the abolitionists, the labor 
demonstrations by civil rights activists in the 50's movement, the women's movement, the civil rights 
and 60's is quite apparent, regardless of which side movement....all were successful because they created 
of the fence you find yourself sitting. Certainly in this tremendous tension, because people were ready 
both cases there is an element of fanaticism, but this to lay down their lives for what they believed in. 
is not always a dirty word. St. Paul was a fanatic. St. Change doesn't seem to take place in our country 
Francis of Assisi was certainly no conformist by any without this tension. Politicians, they say, don't see 
stretch of the imagination. In fact, many of the saints the light before they feel the heat. 
were fanatics, and all martyrs were. But the majority This radical movement is seen not so much as 
of these demonstrators were level-headed and clear- civil disobedience as Christian obedience by Rev. 
thinking people, and many were clergymen of various James Pinto, a young Episcopal minister who was 
Christian denominations. Most of them are folks just arrested in Atlanta, and who spent four days in jail 
like you and me, but with far more courage in their there. He told the press that he did not go to Atlanta 
convictions. Let's not be too quick to judge them to be arrested, but to rescue .... to rescue not just the 
negatively, or to write them off as kooks, or as an unborn babies but their mothers as well, for in an 
embarrassment to the pro-life movement. abortion there are always two victims. Sidewalk 

Founded some time in 1986 in Binghampton, NY counseling has been helpful, for years, but the sight 
by a young car salesman, Randall Terry, Operation of people willing to be handcuffed and jailed can have 
Rescue was obviously an outgrowth of prolonged an even more powerful effect on a woman 
frustration: 15 years of "trying everything else" and contemplating aborting her baby, a fact that has 
still finding our nation tolerating more than a million largely been ignored by the press in their haste to 
abortions a year, with a Congress that is still pro- condemn the protestors. The Guttmacher Institute 
abortion by a comfortable margin. Its modus operandi admits that 20% of women will change their mind 
is simple: a group meets outside an abortion clinic about abortion if they miss their first appointment. 
and physically impedes the flow of human traffic into Rev. Pinto goes on to say, "I learned of God's 
the facility ... .locking arms to prevent people from hurt for the unborn; learned not only that abortion 
passing through, lying down in front of the doorway, violated His laws but that He mourns for those being 
etc. The similarity between their non-violent tactics killed. I learned about the ministry of suffering ... .if 
and those of the civil rights workers earlier is very what little we did was suffering .... and about being 
obvious, as is the motivation of the participants: If fools for Christ's sake. I learned a little about the 
you really believe that abortion kills innocent unborn witness ofthose in other churches who have suffered 
human life and if you really believe in Jesus Christ martyrdom. Proverbs 24: 11 tells us to rescue those 
and in His message, you should be willing to suffer being taken away to death; we are to be the voice of 
embarrassment and humiliation for Him .... or, at the the voiceless; Jesus told his disciples that it would 
very least, to be not just tolerant but even admiring be better for anyone who harmed a child to have a 
of those who have more courage than you and I do. millstone tied around his neck and be cast into the 

What started as spotty incidents here and there sea. The measure of a society and of a Church is the 
has grown rapidly to a degree that I doubt the founders way it treats these little ones, the defenseless ones. 
even anticipated. This was realized in Atlanta last They will stand in judgment of us." 
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ORGAN HARVESTING 

One of the most outstanding advances in medical 
science in this century has been organ transplantation. 
Heart transplants have drawn the most publicity 
worldwide, but they were preceded by kidney 
transplants, then livers, and lungs, then hearts and 
lungs. Corneal transplants have been perfected for 
years now, and bone banks have long been operational 
as well. 

A remarkable outgrowth of this has been "organ 
harvesting." Someone is critically injured, say a 
healthy young person. An almost incredible chain of 
events takes place as he dies, thanks to impressive 
recent advances in medical science and computer 
technology and a lot of meticulous planning 
beforehand: a transplant team arrives on the hospital 
heliport and they rush to the operating room with 
their little red ice-chest .... to "harvest" bone, bone 
marrow, corneas, liver, heart, kidneys. In minutes they 
are airborne again, back to the medical center, or to 
other transplant centers scattered across the country, 
where operating teams are already anesthetizing the 
recipients to await the donor organs. 

This may all sound a little ghoulish at first, but 
think for a moment about the letter the family of the 
accident victim gets from the transplant center. "Your 
son's right kidney has been implanted into a 36 year 
old woman from Fort Worth: the left kidney donated 
to a 50 year old accountant from Gulfport; the heart 
has saved the life of a 48 year old woman from New 
Orleans; the liver was placed into a teen-ager in 
Rochester, Minnesota ...... Each cornea, the bone 
chips, the marrow .... all will be banked for future 
use, to help some one see again, or walk without pain, 
or just to live a productive life a little longer. I know 
there is no way the void in the family life can possibly 
be filled, but think of the solace the relatives of the 
deceased can draw from the knowledge that their 
loved one stil1lives on, in a way, in a lot of grateful 
people! 

But every major scientific breakthrough lends 
itself to moral and ethical abuses, for the philosophy 
of the modern scientist seems to be, "If it can be done, 
let us do it." Recently this transplant technology has 
been broadened to include removal of organs from 
newborn infants with fatal deformities, for 
implantation into other infants with less severe but 
still very serious defonnities. Specifically targeted 
are "anencephalics," babies born with no functioning 
brain tissue. These infants invariably will die, usually 
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within two to three days of birth. The problem arises, 
and it is a most profound problem, when it develops 
that organs removed after death are not nearly as 
likely to "take" as well as those removed prior to 
death. 

Getting right to the point, voices are being raised 
to suggest that these babies be submitted to organ
donation surgery prior to death, the justification for 
this being that the baby is going to die anyway, almost 
invariably in the next day or two. 

Complicated problems usually do not have easy 
answers, and this one can present a deep moral and 
ethical dilemma. If your year-old child was slowly 
dying of liver failure, and down the hall in the nursery 
there breathed an infant with a healthy liver who 
would assuredly be dead in the next day or so, what 
would your thoughts be? I don't have the answer for 
you. Perhaps no one does. All I can do is focus on 
God, and His mystery, and wonder about the mystery 
of His plan for both of these two babies. I do this and 
then I remind myself that I cannot in my mind justify 
the killing of any innocent human life, no matter how 
poor its prognosis for life nor how severe its physical 
infinnity. 

Justify operating on an anencephalic newborn to 
harvest his vital organs and you could extend the same 
logic to justify taking the liver and the heart from a 
man on Death Row scheduled for execution 
tomorrow. After all, he's going to die anyway. That's 
the trouble with not standing firm, with not drawing 
the line. When you begin to make exceptions you 
have opened the floodgates. We have certainly seen 
this in the area of abortion: allow it for the "hard 
cases" and you have opened the door for killing babies 
for socioeconomic reasons. That is exactly what has 
happened in our country, and it is beginning to happen 
more and more frequently with euthanasia. 

The explosion of scientific knowledge will 
continue, and we may expect to be confronted with 
more and more predicaments like this one, that have 
to do with human life and the quality oflife. We must 
meet them all with a firm stance and an unshakable 
faith in God, secure in our conviction that life is God's 
most precious gift to us. It is His to give, and His to 
take. We must cherish it, protect it, and always treat 
it with the respect that is due all God's creation. 


