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In Focus

By Valerie Schmalz

The newest leaders of the pro-life movement range from

a Canadian seventh-grader to an undercover journal-

ist to the managing editor of First Things magazine. Other

young leaders are in the thick of the political fray and many

are involved on college campuses.

One of the young pro-life
leaders is Kristan Hawkins, who
heads up Students for Life of
America — and at 23 has been
in thejob for three years already,
working to fulfill her goal to
“abolish abortion in our life-
time.” Twenty-four-year-old Ben
Clapper is executive director of
Louisiana Right to Life and was

instrumental in persuading the
statelegislature to passahuman-
cloning ban.

Billy Valentine, a 22-year-old
college student, runsa Facebook
group, Catholicsin the GOP,and
his sister Christina received a
Young Women Leader Award
from the Susan B. Anthony List
earlier thisyear. UCLA junior Lila

Young Pro-Life Leaders

Roseisrunningaseries of under-
cover stings of Planned
Parenthood abortion clinics.

All share a deep commitment
to and hope in life. Abortion is
“the civil rights issue of the day,”
said Mary Rose Rybak, First
Things managing editor.

“The largest challenges, the
legislative difficulties, are really
an outgrowth of our failure to
educate people about what abor-
tionreallyis,”said Clapper.“Take
it out of the slogans. We have a
job, and that is to educate every
citizenin this country on the real-
ity of abortion.”

“We are the generation that is
going to get this done,” said Billy
Valentine.
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ANNIE AND MOLLY

BOWMAN

young California
pro-life professionals

At this year’s Walk for Life West Coast,
Molly and Annie Bowman were the
two young women shepherding speakers,
deciding which of many high school and
college students would stand behind the
speakers on the stage, and generally mak-
ingsure the closely watched San Francisco
event ran smoothly in front of the cam-
eras.

“When I talk to my friends, so many of
them are ignorant of the scientific facts of
abortion,” said Annie, 26. “Heightened
awareness is one of the keys to getting the
pro-life message out.”

Molly, 27,
graduated from
the University
of California,
Berkeley, witha
degree in polit-
ical science in
2004 and her
sister, Annie,
graduated in
2006.Both now
work in San
Francisco’s
business and
financial center.
Both were part of the very successful UC
Berkeley Students for Life group and
helped organize what has become an
annual undertaking, the Northern
California Celebrate Life Conference,
which brings together pro-life student
groups from colleges including Berkeley,
Notre Dame de Namur and Stanford
University. Their younger brother, Danny,
was involved with Students for Life at
Berkeley until he graduated in May, and
an older brother was involved before them.

As students at Berkeley, Molly and
Anniewere partof “asmall but determined
group of people” that highlighted the
needs of single parents on campus, Molly
recalls. One of its accomplishments: get-
ting diaper decks in all the bathrooms,
including the men’s bathrooms so fathers
could change their babies’ diapers, too!

“One of our members was in the stu-
dent senate and was a fireball about get-
ting funding for it,” Molly said.

The idea was to mitigate the percep-
tion that it is impossible to have a child
and continue in school. “We just wanted
tolessen thatburden, make it more doable,”
Molly said. In the past, pro-life groups
protested, she said: “We didn’t want to just
protest, we wanted to do things, to help
people in those situations.”

“The Berkeley Students for Life decided
the approach to take was one of intellec-
tual debate and information,”an approach
they took with them when they became
involved in organizing studentinvolvement
in the Walk for Life, which debuted in 2005,
Annie said.

“Itwas heartening for me to see so many
young people at the Walk, and I hope that
inspires them to do things throughout the
year,” Molly said. “It is a huge battle to try
to counteract popular culture on this
issue.”

Annie Bowman

BRIAN GREENFIELD

national speaker and retreat leader with Hard as Nails Ministry,

Scripture and ethics teacher

rian Greenfield went to church some-

times, on Easter and Christmas, “if it
wasn’t too crowded,” when he started as
afreshman at Seton Hall University. Today,
he is a national speaker and retreat leader
with Hard as Nails Ministry and teach-
ing Scriptureand ethics at Gonzaga College
High School in Washington, D.C.

“Thewhole goalis to get people to open
their eyes to Christ. That’s
basically what we do,” said
Greenfield, 30.“Our society s
pretty intense and loud in
your face. With the message
of God, we have a similar style
— beinghonest with the kids,
but holding firm to what the
Church teaches.”

Hard as Nails Ministry
started when Greenfield’s soon
to be lifelong friend Justin
Fatica invited Greenfield and
five other freshmen to form a -
prayer group. Fatica was the only one who
had a strong faith, but somehow the
prayer group evolved. Greenfield’s faith
grew and he and his friends found them-
selves giving retreats, including confir-
mation retreats, around New Jersey,
Greenfield said. Upon graduation,
Greenfield spent six months at the
Franciscan Friars of Renewal in New York
City and then, while setting out to dis-
cern his vocation for a year, Greenfield
methis future wifeataretreat he was work-
ing on from his base at Seton Hall
University. He went on to receive a grad-
uate degree from Franciscan University
of Steubenvilleand now teaches at Gonzaga
College High School. Along the way,
Fatica, Greenfield and another friend,
Tim Hanley, formed Hard as Nails, which
now includes nine speakers.

LIA, EIGHTH-GRADER

Married, with a 14-month-old daugh-
terand another baby on the way, Greenfield
says the biggest obstacle to Catholic faith
for teens and young adults is sexuality.
And that is where the honest witness of
Greenfield and his fellow Hard as Nails
Ministry speakers comes in (hanm.org).

“Our ministry is not a pro-life min-
istry, but it is pro-life,” Greenfield says.

- The focus of Hard as Nails,
which callsitselfa“Catholic-
Christian ministry,” is pri-
marilyhigh school students
and youth groups.

“Within our events,
inevitably, sexuality will
come up, because with
teenagers thatisalwaysa hot
topic. Itis difficult for them
to grasp the Church’s teach-
ing about sexuality. One,
because it is in stark con-
trast with what they are
taught on a daily basis,” Greenfield said,
andsecond, because often teensand young
adults don’t understand the why of the
Church’s teaching. “When we speak to
them about the pro-life abstinence mes-
sage, we try to make it relevant to them,”
talking about the benefits of seeing each
person as a child of God, not an object,
and addressingthe “no oneis getting hurt”
concept.

In the end, it is up to God, Greenfield
said: “You convey your message with pas-
sionifyouactuallybelieveityourself. They
can tell if someone believes it or some-
one doesn’t. Ultimately, it is going to
come down to the other person’s assent
to faith. I believe it, I accept it. The most
that we can do is convince them to open
up to what God says. If they open up their
hearts, then God is able to move them.”

2009 SBA ListYoung Women Leader Award winner

Al 3-year-old Toronto girl was chosen as
one of the new generation of pro-life
leaders last spring by the Susan B. Anthony
Listbecause of aspeech she gave to her sev-
enth-grade class. Lia’s mother posted the
speech on YouTube in February, and it has
received nearly 750,000 hits.

“Our purpose is to find young women
who are showing great promise, who are
blazing a trail in a variety of places,” Susan
B. Anthony List President Marjorie
Dannenfelser said. Lia, now an eighth-
grader, was one of four young women hon-
ored last spring at the annual Campaign
for Life dinner in Washington, D.C. Lia is
someone with “the raw talent to articulate
a message in a way that reaches people,”
Dannenfelser said. She’s also a “cute, silly,
regular kid” who loves to dance, play the
piano and sew, Dannenfelser said.

“WhatifItold you thatright nowsome-
one was choosing if you were going to live
or die?” Lia asks in the opening of the 5-
minute speech. “WhatifI told you that this

choice wasn’t based on what you could or
couldn’t do? What you’ve done in the past
or what you would do in the future? And
what if I told you that you could do noth-
ing about it? Fellow students and teachers,
thousands of children are right
now in that very situation.
Someone is choosing without
even knowing them whether
they are going to live or die.
“That someone is their
mother. And that choice is
abortion. Every day 115,000
children are dying through
abortion.115,000. That means
that 5,000 children will die
everyhour. All thoselives gone.
Allthat potential gone. And all
that hope in the future gone,” Lia says.
Her mother, Kimberly, videotaped Lia the
day of her classroom presentation when she
came home and then posted it on YouTube
for family and friendsto view. Kimberlyalso
sent a link to Focus on the Family and to

JOSH BRAHM
podcast host, Right to Life
education director

osh Brahm, 26, is co-host of a youth-ori-
]ented pro-life podcast called “Life Report:
Pro-Life Talk. Real World Answers” at
prolifepodcast.net and says the show has lis-
teners from as far
away as China.

“Our fans from
both sides of the
issue like that we take
a ‘fair and balanced’
view — giving the
pro-abortion-choice
side as much intel-
lectual credibility as
possible before sys-
tematically disman-
tling their argu-
ments,’ said Brahm.

The director of education and public rela-
tions for Right to Life of Central California
in Fresno, Calif,, said he saw a graphic abor-
tion picture when he was 11, and quickly
formed an opinion when his parents explained
what abortion was: “I was stunned that any-
one would want to have an abortion, much
less that it would be legal,” said Brahm. “I
decided then that I wanted to be a pro-life
speaker when I grew up.”

He founded Georgia Teens for Life when
he was 18, and took a job as education direc-
tor of Georgia Right to Life a few years later.
In his position with Right to Life of Central
California, he said he is working for “an orga-
nization that, like me, believes pro-lifers must
aggressively use new media avenues to reach
the next generation with the truth about life.”

Websites, blogs, podcasts, videos and social
network sites can be powerful tools, Brahm
said.“For example, a fetal development video
was uploaded to YouTube and it already has
nearly 900,000 unique views. Think of all we
can accomplish using new media to educate
the public on these important issues!”

Bound4Life, two organizations whose
resources Lia had used. Somewhere along
the line, it got picked up by a large e-mail
distributionlistand went viral, shesaid.“My
point was to share it with everybody I knew.
Ididn’tknowitwould goaround
the world. I was just proud of
my daughter,” Kimberly said.

To protect her daughter,
Kimberly asked that Lia’s last
name not be used. Her public
speaking career hastaken off: Just
recently, Lia traveled to Georgia
to speak at a pro-life event.

Dannenfelser said it is the
viewpoint of a young girl that
comes across so effectively: “It
takes age and painful experi-
ence to distance ourselves from the reality
of abortion. It was not just outrage, it was
well-articulated outrage. She has not been
distanced by pain.”

Lia’s YouTube video is posted at:
www.youtube.com/user/FyreFoxXP.

OCTOBER 18, 2009 | OUR SUNDAY VISITOR



Young Pro-Life Leaders |1:

MARY ROSE RYBAK
managing editor of First Things,
winner SBA ListYoung Women

Leader Award

As a young Catholic intellectual, Mary
Rose Rybak makes the case that the
“hook-up” culture denigrates men, women
and children.

“It’s no small thing that Roe v. Wade and
the contraceptive culture step on fertility,
the distinctly feminine trait,” said Rybak,
25, managing editor of First Things mag-
azine. Rybak organized amajor conference
on femininity this year called “Why Can’t
aWoman Be More Like a Man?” She writes
on women’s issues and America’s sexual-
ized culture, particularly as it has emerged
since Roe v. Wade. Rybak was hired by
Catholic thinker and polemicist and First
Things founder
Father Richard
Neuhaus, who
died earlier this
year.

“What's fol-
lowed is an
unnatural disas-
sociation of sex
from fertility,
and likewise the
disassociation of
females from
femininity with
the currentof the culture,”said Rybak.“This,
of course, has innumerable effects on soci-
ety at large, and, on the smaller scale, is
leaving many women unhappy, unfulfilled
and cheated by the sexual-license agenda.
It’s my mission to allow their voices to be
heard and bring these issues to the surface
in a world where debate on these issues is
discouraged.”

Rybak was one of four young women
presented with a Susan B. Anthony List
Young Women Leader Award in March at
the organization’s Campaign for Life din-
ner.A 2005 graduate of Providence College,
Rybak previously was managing editor of
the New Atlantis, a journal on technology
and society published by the Ethics and
Public Policy Center, where she organized
and moderated “Modest Proposals,”a con-
ference on changing trends in sex and dat-
ing (the conference is available at eppc.org
on the event page). Her articles have
appeared in the American Enterprise, the
American Spectator, the Weekly Standard,
National Review Online and First Things
Online.

A Cleveland native, now based in New
York, Rybak is engaged to a “nice Catholic
boy” she met at a Catholic bookstore and
says one of the big misconceptions women
face on the dating scene s that it is not pos-
sible to be cool, personable and pro-life.
“The current trend is to downplay what
used to be feminine and masculine quali-
ties. We are finding women who hate to
admit they maybe want children later in
life, who find it somehow submissive and
bad to consider marriage,” she said.

Rybak said her interest in the issue of
what comes before pregnancy — a state of
mind and attitude—stems from her strong
pro-lifebeliefsand opposition to abortion:
“That is the civil rights issue of the day.”

BILLY VALENTINE

student activist

wo years ago, as a college sophomore,
Billy Valentine helped organize a pro-
life protest when former President Bill
Clinton came to Steubenville, Ohio, to cam-
paign for his wife, Hillary Rodham Clinton.
“Wehad studentsinsideand outside the
event” calling attention to
Clinton’s “extreme pro-abor-
tion views,” Valentine said. “It
caused him to get very angry
and we put it up on YouTube
and it got a half million hits.”
Having graduated in August
from Franciscan University of
Steubenville with a major in
Legal Studies and a minor in
Human Life Studies, Valentine,
22, plans to continue his polit-
ical activism. He runs a
Facebook group, Catholics in the GOP. He
isalso the former vice president of Students
for Life of America, whose goal is to create
pro-life clubs on each campus in the coun-
try. He notes studies show the majority of
students enter college pro-lifeandleave pro-
choice and that college-age women have the
largest percentage of abortions.
Valentine organized 40 fellow collegians
to campaign in Iowa for Kansas Sen. Sam

ANSEL AUGUSTINE

Brownback when Brownback ran for pres-
ident. Valentine helped create a petition
against a pro-choice vice presidential can-
didate when it was rumored Sen. John
McCain was considering one.

Valentineis currently workingas deputy
campaign manager for Rob
Wasinger, a 2010 congres-
sional candidate in Kansas.
Wasinger, a father of nine, is
the former chief of staff to Sen.
Brownback and did pro-life
work for him. Valentine also
has worked for pro-life con-
gressional leader New Jersey
Rep. Chris Smith.

“My plan is to continue
working on political cam-
paignsand to organize pro-lif-
ers to be involved politically, whether it is
on the campaign trail or by lobbying for
pro-life policies in Congress,” he said.

Valentine sees the election of President
Barack Obama as“an awakening of the pro-
life movement. I am confident we will be
able to fight back. I think our movement
has been successful in showing that giving
birth is the best choice for the mother and
that abortion actually hurts women.”

national speaker and young-adult ministry coordinator

CCTf God is for us, Who can be against
us.” — Romans 8:31

The first thing that visitors to Ansel
Augustine’s website, HolyHotBoy.com, see
ishis motto: “Only God, Nothingbut God,”
and the citation from Romans 8:31.

Nowanational speaker, who
made his debut as the keynote
speaker for the National Black
Catholic Congress in Buffalo
in 2006, the 32-year-old is the
New Orleans archdiocesan
coordinator of Black Youth
and Young Adult Ministryand
isonthe faculty of the Institute
for Black Catholic Studies at
Xavier University of Louisiana
and works with Xavier’s
Campus Ministry.

Augustine’s message is sim-
ple: “No matter what you're going through
— we all have our own storms — if we
keep our eyes on Jesus, the one who calms
the storm, we will be all right.”

Augustine speaks from the heart, notonly
because he loves his city, but because of
recent tragedy. Augustine evacuated his
home due to Hurricane Katrina and
returned as soon as he could to rebuild —
and found himself identifying the body of
his girlfriend and 18 family members who
had stayed behind and died in the hurri-
cane. For a while, he lived homeless on the
streets at night, and when the sun rose,
worked on rebuilding seniors’ homes for
Catholic Charities. Healso helped to rebuild
his home parish of St. Peter Claver. Asked
by the archdiocese to coordinate teen and
young-adult ministries, Augustine con-
tinues to volunteer with St. Peter Claver,

where the youth ministry has grown from
50 to nearly 90 youths who come each
Wednesday night.“It'simportant tolet them
know it’s their faith, it’s their place to be
themselves,” he said. “If we connect with
them and they are comfortable, then we
can help them understand
why abstinence is important
—whyit'simportant for them
to know the Church’s teach-
ingonabortion,on socialjus-
tice. We are helping them real-
izewho theyarein the Catholic
faith.”

“The main,important thing
is to look out for the protec-
tion of life from the womb to
the tomb as we say in our com-
munity,” Augustine said, and
that means making sure that
mothers have diapers for their babies when
theyarebornand that familiesaren’tafraid
to go to the hospital because they can’t pay
the bill and don’t have health insurance.

Working with the youth group in his
parish, Augustine was dismayed by the pol-
icy of barring young girls who became preg-
nantbecause of a fear the other younggirls’
excitement over the upcoming birth would
undermine Church teaching on abstinence.
So Augustine and the director of religious
education made sure they were involved
in the young girl’s life, that they found the
fatherif possible, talked to the parents.“We
made sure she knew thatshe wasstilla child
of God even though society frowned on
her,” he said. “She was still loved by her
church community and the child was still
loved by her church community so she
would not go out and have an abortion.”

CHRISTINA VALENTINE

legislative correspondent,
winner SBA ListYoung Women
Leader Award

hristina Valentine’s “servant attitude

toward thelifeissue”is what prompted
the Susan B. Anthony List to honor her as
a Young Woman Leader this year, said the
group’s president.

Valentine, 24, works as a legislative cor-
respondent for Kansas Sen. Sam Brownback
and is involved in the Values Action Team
on Capitol Hill,agroup of staffand elected
representatives who meet regularly to
strategize on
issues such as
abortion,
embryonic
stem cell
research, mar-
riage,and social
justice. She
worked with
the Republican
Party’s Catholic
outreach last
summer and
campaigned
for Brownback
for president. In the previous presidential
campaign, she was a student organizer of
22004 demonstration against Democratic
presidential candidate Sen. John Kerry for
his abortion stance.

“Aweekafter we got back to school from
summer break, Sen. Kerry was visiting
Steubenville,”Valentine said. She was head
of College Republicans at Franciscan
University at the time. Working with
Students for Life and others, pro-life stu-
dents organized about 500 students who
walked, praying the Rosary, from the school
to the park where Kerry spoke.

The students held signs that said “You
can’t be Catholic and pro-abortion” and
stayed silent during his speech, Valentine
said. The protest, the largest pro-life protest
of the campaign, was on Fox News.

“We wanted to get coverage so people
could see we weren’t standing for it,” she
said.

Valentine is the oldest of five children
in a family that has, Christina Valentine
says, parents who are “very convicted peo-
ple” on thelifeissues. Her younger brother
Billy is national vice president of Students
for Life (see profile at left). Marjorie
Dannenfelser, president of the Susan B.
Anthony List, said Valentine interned for
the pro-life organization over the past year
and “there is just a spirit of service. It is
not about herself. She is clearly going
somewhere and going to blaze some trails
out of that spirit.”

Lookingat the pro-life movement today,
Valentine said, “the big issue we have to
face is, if you say you are pro-life, you are
automatically put in with all these non-
compassionate people. We care about the
child, and we care about the women.”

Some in the pro-life movement are
“almostimpassioned to the point of unap-
proachable,” Valentine said, but the key is
that what happens next “has to come from
trusting God. He is going to direct where
this goes, and it’s really not up to us.”
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VICTOR PAP

executive director Catholic
Citizenship of Massachusetts,
local elected official

he executive director of Catholic
Citizenship of Massachusetts says,
“Our children’s hearts and minds are
really where this battle is being waged.”

Victor Pap graduated from Suffolk
College in Boston “not very strong or
solid one way or the other” about the
life issues. But then he worked for a pro-
life congressional candidate who lost.
“The radical
left targeted
him con-
stantly,” Pap
said. “To see
how these
guys were
such good
guysand were
targeted —
that is how I
had my ‘road
to Damascus’
political con-
version.”

Married and the father of two small
children, Pap, 33, now runs Catholic
Citizenship, the primary Catholic grass-
roots education organization in the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
Catholic Citizenship works with
Massachusetts’four bishops and with the
state Catholic conference to “help shape
and promote public policies thatare pro-
life, pro-family and pro-poor,” accord-
ing to the website catholic-citizen-
ship.org.

“We educate and inspire Catholics to
run forlocal office, educate parish com-
munities on the political process and we
advocate on issues important to the
bishops,” Pap said.

Pap also serves as an elected city
councilor in the Boston suburb of
Weymouth.

When he was first energized after
working on the failed congressional
campaign of a pro-life candidate, Pap
ran for statelegislature in hishometown
of Weymouth —andlostby 600 of 5,000
votes. “It only strengthened my resolve
further,” Pap said. He became more
involved in government and politics,
served as staff member to several state
legislators, and worked on the marriage
amendment process. On the Weymouth
City Council, Pap sits on the town edu-
cation committee. He also serves on his
parish council.“I've been able to encour-
agethe school committee to really exam-
ine abstinence,” Pap said.

Pap said he has come to believe that
local school districts are a critical bat-
tleground as well. “Basically, what’s hap-
pened throughout the whole state and
throughout the whole country is that
Planned Parenthood has seen the oppor-
tunity to gointolocal schoolsand imple-
ment their vision for our children —
which is one filled with contraception,
easy access to abortion providers and,
in many cases, teaching children how to
obtain an abortion without parental
knowledge or consent,” Pap said.

BEN CLAPPER

director of Louisiana Right to Life

Ben Clapper became an activist in col-
lege, but it was a visit as a high school
senior to a Chuck E. Cheese franchise that
first shook him up.

“I was at a Chuck E.
Cheese’s for a friend’s birth-
day and across the street was
the local abortion facility,”
which had just shut down,
Clapper, 25, said. “I was
impacted by the dichotomy.
Chuck E. Cheese, where the
motto is ‘where a kid can be
a kid’ and it was the exact
opposite across the street.”

He started a state pro-life
student organization called
“Louisiana Students for Life”
while at Loyola University New Orleans.

Today, he focuses Right to Life efforts
on youth education and nurturing new
leaders. Initiatives include a weekend
retreat that trained almost 90 high school
students to be pro-life leaders. Camp
Joshua, which Right to Life runs in con-
junction with the Knights of Columbus,
seeks to instill in students the character-
istics of Joshua: strength, courage and bold-

KRISTAN HAWKINS

ness. Clapper also holds “Abortion 101”
and “Pro-Life Persuasion” workshops for
adults, and his group is helping start a
New Orleans maternity home.

On the legislative front,
Louisiana Right to Life was
instrumental in the passage
of a state human cloning
ban, and is now working to
ban the creation of human-
animal hybrids and to pro-
tect health care profession-
als’ conscience rights.

Clapper and his wife,
Kristen,whom he met at the
pro-life clubin college, have
an infant daughter, Kate.

Despite a pro-abortion

pre51dent and Congress, Clapper said: “1

don’t believe the U.S. is any less pro-life
because of that. We are seeing more and
more people becoming active,and we are
seeing fewer and fewer abortionists and
fewer and fewer abortion facilities. I think
we are winning. Either in our generation
or a future generation, I really do think
we will see the end of abortion in this
country.”

executive director of Students for Life of America

Kristan Hawkins is hesitant to men-
tion herage, because at 24 sheis barely
older than the college students who are
the target audience for Students for Life
of America (SFLA).

The executive director of the national
student pro-life organization has taken the
organization to a new level. It
isapath sheembarked onafter
volunteering as a high school
sophomore at a pregnancy
center in Steubenville, Ohio.
She saw a video of what an
abortion was: “Ttwas there that
my life goals changed, and I
knew I had to fight for the
unborn for the restof my life.”

Students for Life of America
tookits newnamein 2006 and
hired Hawkins, transforming
itself from American
Collegians for Life. The pro-life group was
founded in 1988 by a group of pro-life
Georgetown University students and was
effective because of its youth and energy
but subject to an ever-changing leader-
ship asitsmembers graduated and moved
on. Since 2006, Hawkins and her team have
expanded SFLA to 492 on-campus pro-
life groups across the country.

Perhaps SFLA’s most innovative strat-
egy is the Campus Field Program, which
hires recent college grads for short stints
and assigns them a geographic region
where they help pro-life students build
on-campus pro-life clubs. The organiza-
tion now boasts an updated interactive
website. Hawkins is particularly proud of
anew Missionaries for Life summer pro-
gram which “brings in campus pro-life
leaders for a summer semester to learn

what it takes be a pro-life leader.”

Inaddition to managing the daily oper-
ations of SFLA, Hawkins is the official
spokeswoman and a public speaker. She
has appeared on the Fox News’ show
“Hannity & Colmes”and has been quoted
in numerous national and regional news-
papers. Shealso hosts thesyn-
dicated radio show “On
Campus with Students for
Life” on National Pro-Life
Radio and is a co-host on the
TV show “LifeTalk”

Hawkins even wentunder-
covertoaPlanned Parenthood
clinic while she was pregnant
with her infant son, who was
born Jan. 30. The video of a
Planned Parenthood coun-
selor telling her in October
2008 that her 22-week-old
unborn son might be born alive before he
iskilled is posted at www.studentsforlife.org.

The past few months, Hawkins and
Students for Life have been focused on the
health care debate, speaking out against
rationing and the inclusion of abortion in
the reform plans. The organization has
launched two websites related to the debate
—www.stoptheabortionmandate.comand
www.healthcareforgunner.com.

The second website refers to eight-
month-old Gunner, son of Hawkins and
her husband, Jonathan. Baby Gunner has
cystic fibrosis, a genetic disorder that can
be life-shortening and requires a special
diet and intensive care because the lungs
fill up with mucus. The website looks at
what a nationalized health care plan
would mean for Gunner and others with
chronic health conditions.

LILA ROSE

UCLA student, undercover
journalist, activist

Lila Rose began going undercover to
expose illegal or unethical behavior in
the abortion and women’s reproductive
health industry when she was a freshman
at UCLA.

The San Jose, Calif., native has since
founded her own organization, Live Action.
Its sting operations prompted the Indiana
attorney general to investigate Planned
Parenthoodand
the Orange
County, Calif.,
board supervi-
sors to cut
nearly $300,000
of Planned
Parenthood
funding.
“Abortionisthe
greatesthuman
rights abuse of
our day,” said
Rose, who
feigned pregnancyinacounseling session
with a counselor at UCLA who advised
her to obtain an abortion. Rose has since
done the same in a series of encounters
at Planned Parenthood clinics.

“Lilais the perfect example of why vet-
eransin the pro-life movement should have
greathopein the future,”stated Cathy Ruse,
executive director of Life Prizes of The
Gerard Health Foundation, which pre-
sented Rose with a $50,000 award in
January.“She hasbroughtaboldness, cre-
ativity and passion to the pro-life cause
thatis causing the country to take notice.”

Not bad for a 21-year-old history major
who plans to graduate next spring but who
can sound like a little girl when she visits
abortion clinics pretending to be a young
teenwhoseadultboyfriend hasimpregnated
her. Her undercover operations— dubbed
the Mona Lisa Project — became a staple
of the pro-life press this past year as well as
drawing mainstream media attention.

Duringthe summer of 2008, Live Action
conducted the series of stings of Planned
Parenthood clinics. The organization has
so far released five videos from Arizona,
Tennesseeand Indiana, in which Rose posed
asanunderage girlaged 13-15withan older
boyfriend. A grand jury is investigating
Planned Parenthood in response to footage
shot at an Indiana abortion clinic where
a nurse advised her to travel across state
lines to Illinois and to say her boyfriend
was in the same grade. On May 14 the
Orange County Register ran “She pretends
tobeapregnant teenager,”aprofile of Rose
and her campaign. In April, talk-showhost
Glenn Beck interviewed Rose and showed
footage of her secretly videotaped encounter
witha Memphisabortion clinic staffer who
advised hertolieabout theboyfriend’sage
when she went to a judge for a bypass of
Tennessee’s parental consent law.

Rosesays Live Action is growing rapidly
because of its appeal to college students
and young professionals. “We are work-
ing out of our college dorms or our own
homes,” said Rose. “Our resources are
unique because they are made by students
for students.”
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